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Art Unit: 2173 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections -35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or- more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 4 recites the limitation "the previous layer" in line 4. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 4, 5, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Nguyen 
(US Patent #7,036,091). 

As to independent claim 1 , Nguyen teaches a display method of displaying an input state 
of electronic equipment on a menu screen, 
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o wherein a ring is displayed on a picture screen and a plurality of icons are displayed at 

predetermined intervals on the ring (i.e. ring as menu 420, with icons as options 424, see col. 
7 lines 64-67 on TV 104); 
o when there is an operation that selects an item on the menu screen (see col. 8 lines 29-33), 
o each of icons displayed on said ring is rotated on the ring with maintaining the order 
of arrangement (i.e. see col. 8 lines 13-23); and 
o when there is an operation that confirms a selected item on the menu screen, an input 
operation with respect to an icon displayed at a specific position of said ring can be 
performed (see col. 8 lines 29-33). 

At to claim 4, Nguyen teaches a display method according to claim 1, wherein one of the 
icons displayed on said ring is an icon that performs an operation of returning to the display of 
the previous layer by one (i.e. fade in or out as needed, see col. 9 lines 56-61). 

As to independent claim 5, Nguyen teaches a display device comprising: 

o an operation means for performing an input operation (i.e. input devices, see col. 24-28), 
o a display means for displaying a state set by said operation means (i.e. TV 104), 
o a control means for, 

o when there is an operation by said operation means that makes a menu screen display 
(i.e. display of menu 420), 

D making a ring to be displayed on a picture screen displayed by said display 
means (i.e. menu 420 is a ring); 
o making a plurality of icons to be displayed at predetermined intervals on the ring (i.e. 

options 424, see col. 7 lines 64-67); 
o when there is an operation by said operation means that selects an item in a menu 
screen (i.e. see col. 8 lines 29-33), 

D rotating each of icons displayed on said ring with maintaining the order of 
arrangement (i.e. see col. 8 lines 13-23); and 
o when there is an operation by said operation means that confirms a selected item in a 
menu screen, receiving an input with respect to an icon displayed at a specific 
position of said ring (see col. 8 lines 29-33). 

As to claim 8, Nguyen teaches a display device according to claim 5, wherein said 

control means makes an icon that performs an operation of returning to the display of the 

previous layer by one, to be displayed as one of icons displayed on said ring (i.e. fade in or out as 

needed, see col. 9 lines 56-61). 



Application/Control Number: 10/827,399 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2173 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 3, 6, and 7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nguyen 
(US Patent # 7,036,091) in view of Robbins (US Patent # 6,819,344 B2). 

As to claim 2, Nguyen teaches a display method according to claim 1 (see claim 1 
above), but does not teach wherein said icon displayed at a specific position of said ring is 
displayed larger than the other icons positioned on the ring. Robbins teaches wherein said icon 
displayed at a specific position of said ring is displayed larger than the other icons positioned on 
the ring (i.e. zooming of a selected part to see details, see col. 6 lines 15-31, 'Robbins). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teaching of Nguyen and Robbins before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the 
displaying of selected icons as taught by Nguyen to include displaying a larger icon that is 
selected as taught by Robbins with the motivation being to "examine details associated with the 

Go I. & 

selected image," (seetfines 15-20, 'Robbins). 

As to claim 3, Nguyen teaches a display method according to claim 1 (see claim 1 
above), but does not teach wherein 

o when a plurality of input items exist with respect to an icon displayed on said ring , 

o a sub-ring of smaller diameter than said ring is displayed surrounding a displayed 
position of the icon; 

o when the icon having said displayed sub-ring is displayed at said specific position and then 
there is an operation that confirms a selected item, 
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o said sub-ring is enlarged to be displayed; and 
o ' icons corresponding to respective input items are displayed at predetermined intervals on the 
sub-ring displayed in enlarged scale. 

Robbins teaches 

o when a plurality of input items exist with respect to an icon displayed on said ring (i.e. items 
358, see Fig. 12), 

o a sub-ring of smaller diameter than said ring is displayed surrounding a displayed 
position of the icon (i.e. wheel or ring 352); 
o when the icon having said displayed sub-ring is displayed at said specific position and then 
there is an operation that confirms a selected item (i.e. see col. 4 line 58), 
o said sub-ring is enlarged to be displayed (i.e. see Fig. 12); and 
o icons corresponding to respective input items are displayed at predetermined intervals on the 
sub-ring displayed in enlarged scale (i.e. items 358 around ring 352). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 

teaching of Nguyen and Robbins before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the 

display as taught by Nguyen to include a sub-ring around a selected item as taught by Robbins 

Co U tc.v. 

y 

with the motivation being to "examine details associated with the selected image," (see'lines 15- 
20, 'Robbins). 

As to claim 6, Nguyen teaches a display device according to claim 5 (see claim 1 above), 
but does not teach wherein said control means performs control of making an icon displayed at a 
specific position of the ring displayed by said display means display larger than the other icons 
positioned on the ring. Robbins teaches wherein said control means performs control of making 
an icon displayed at a specific position of the ring displayed by said display means display larger 
than the other icons positioned on the ring (i.e. zooming of a selected part to see details, see col. 
6 lines 15-31, 'Robbins). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teaching of Nguyen and Robbins before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the 
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displaying of selected icons as taught by Nguyen to include displaying a larger icon that is 
selected as taught by Robbins with the motivation being to "examine details associated with the 

(A & 

£.M. selected image," (see)(lines 15-20, 'Robbins). 

As to claim 7, Nguyen teaches a display device according to claim 5, wherein said 
control means performs controls of: 

o when a plurality of input items exist with respect to a displayed icon on the a ring (i.e. items 
358, see Fig. 12), 

o making a sub-ring of smaller diameter than said ring to be displayed surrounding a 
displayed position of the icon (i.e. wheel or ring 352); 
o when the icon having the displayed sub-ring is displayed at said specific position and then 

there is an operation that confirms a selected item (i.e. see col. 4 line 58), 
o making said sub-ring to be displayed in enlarged scale (i.e. see Fig. 12); and 
o making icon? corresponding to respective input items to be displayed at predetermined 
intervals on the sub-ring displayed in enlarged scale (i.e. items 358 around ring 352). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 

teaching of Nguyen and Robbins before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the 

display as taught by Nguyen to include a sub-ring around a selected item as taught by Robbins 

Col 6 

with the motivation being to "examine details associated with the selected image, " (seefl ines 15- 
20, 'Robbins). 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. 1 . 1 1 1(c) to consider 
these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited therein teach 
displaying of rings for selecting icons. 
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Inquiries 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Noble S. Wong whose telephone number is (571) 270-1044. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Noble Wong 
2/15/07 



Kieu D. Vu 
Primary Examiner 




